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Foreword 


ARTÍN DE MuRrÚA”s manuscript Historia general del Piru, dating from the beginning 

of the seventeenth century, is one of only three surviving illustrated chronicles 

relating to the history of the Inca and the early days of the Viceroyalty of Peru. It was 

first published in two volumes in 1962 and 1964, while still in the collection of the 
Duke of Wellington, in the form of a transcription upon which Andeanists have since depended. 
The manuscript became more generally accessible in 1983, when it entered the holdings of 
the J. Paul Getty Museum (Ms. Ludwig XIII 16), and those who have had the opportunity to 
compare it with the three print editions have recognized the latter to be flawed. Not only do 
the transcriptions fail to record scribal hands and canceled passages but the illustrations, appearing 
(when reproduced at all) in black and white and separated from the text, convey no real sense of 
the complicated original. 

The Getty Murúa is a unique and delicate object, so limits must be imposed on its handling 
if it is to remain in good condition. Yet the immense historical and scholarly importance of this 
manuscript made it incumbent on the Getty to find a way to make its content readily available to 
scholars. This responsibility is fulfilled in this facsimile publication of Murúa's Historia general del 
Piru, which has been many years in the making. In 1991, while a scholar in residence at the Getty 
Center for the History of Art and the Humanities (now the Getty Research Institute), Sabine 
MacCormack, now at the University of Notre Dame, suggested producing a facsimile of the Getty 
Murúa. In the same year, Thomas B. E Cummins, then at the University of Chicago, and R. Tom 
Zuidema of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign saw the Getty Murúa for the first time 
and likewise recognized the need for a new edition. But the timing was inauspicious and little 
progress was made. 

A decade later, scholarly interest in Murúa had taken a sharp upturn after the discovery, in 
1996, of Murúa's other long-lost manuscript, the Historia del origen, y genealogía real de los reyes ingas 
del Piru (1590), which Juan M. Ossio of the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú traced to 
the collection of Seán Galvin in Ireland. This profusely illustrated volume, now recognized as a 
precursor to the Historia general del Piru, had been known only through an incomplete manuscript 
copy made around 1890 and the published transcription made from that copy in 1946. Now there 
were two richly illustrated but inadequately published chronicles by Murúa that needed com- 
plete reexamination in relation not only to each other but also to the one other extant illustrated 
manuscript from colonial Peru, El primer nueva coronica 1 buen gobierno (1615; Copenhagen, Det 
Kongelige Bibliotek, GKS 2232 4”), by Murúa's sometime associate Felipe Guaman Poma de 
Ayala. Cummins accordingly tried again, directly approaching the Getty Museum's Manuscripts 
Department, where the Andean chronicle had become the most frequently consulted item in its 
primarily European holdings. A collaboration with Barbara Anderson, Head of Exhibitions at the 
Getty Research Institute, was proposed. Momentum gathered in 1999, when Elena Phipps of the 
Department of Textile Conservation at the Metropolitan Museum of Art was in residence as a 
guest scholar of the Getty Museum's Manuscripts Department. Working with Nancy Turner of 
the Getty Museum's Department of Paper Conservation and scientists David Scott and Narayan 
Khandekar of the Getty Conservation Institute, she carried out an analysis of the pigments in the 
Getty Murúa's illuminations and their relationship to contemporaneous Andean textile colorants. 





When Turner and Phipps reported their findings at a conference organized by Cummins and 
Ossio in Chicago in 2002, the other participants were electrified by their innovative approach 
and intriguing results and at the implications for their own research. 

This was the turning point. A year later, an ambitious project centered on the manuscript 
took shape at the Getty. It involved the collaboration of the Research Institute, the Conservation 
Institute, and the Museum, and joined the expertise of Rolena Adorno of Yale University, Ivan 
Boserup of Det Kongelige Bibliotek, and Karen Trentelman of the Getty Conservation Institute, 
among many others, to that of Anderson, Cummins, Ossio, Phipps, and Turner. The aim of the 
Murúa project was to pursue the scientific analysis of the Getty and Galvin manuscripts and to 
generate an exhibition, a symposium, a volume of scholarly studies, and this facsimile. The project 
was initiated during the directorships of Deborah Gribbon at the Getty Museum and Salvatore 
Settis at the Research Institute. We are grateful to Michael Brand for supporting this collaborative 
enterprise since his arrival at the Getty Museum in 2006 and to Thomas Crow, former Director 
of the Getty Research Institute, for believing in and encouraging all aspects of this complicated 
undertaking since 2000. Barbara Anderson was the heart, soul, and steel of the project. It simply 

would not have happened without her. 


GAIL FEIGENBAUM 
Associate Director, Getty Research Institute 


THOMAS KREN 
Senior Curator of Manuscripts, J. Paul Getty Museum 





Note on the Facsimile 


N ITS PRESENTATION of Martín de Murúa's Historia general del Piru, this facsimile is evocative 

of the original manuscript without being entirely faithful to its current state. In an effort to 

make the Getty Murúa available to scholars in a form that is both useful and relatively 

affordable, the handwritten pages of text that form the bulk of the manuscript are reproduced 
in halftone. Only the hand-colored title page, the thirty-seven hand-colored illustrations, and folios 
84v and 307v are reproduced in color. From these, the reader can gain a sense of the hues of the 
paper and inks of the original —though the aesthetic effect of turning page after page of beautifully 
calligraphed and carefully revised text is somewhat diminished. 

The trim size of the facsimile likewise differs from the original. lt is larger to allow 
codicological comments to appear as marginalia, below the images of Murúa's pages, and also to 
accommodate variations in the size of the original's folios, which reflect the handmade nature of 
the manuscript as well as the constraints of photographing a tightly bound volume. Save for one 
foldout (folio 10), each leaf of the original measures approximately 11% by 7% inches. Most are 
bifolia of laid paper watermarked on one half with a Latin cross within a shield that tapers to a 
point at the bottom, with the letter A above and the letters GM below. Five other watermarks have 
been identified on sheets inserted into the manuscript: a stack of three circles, with a Latin cross 
above and the letter N below; a Latin cross within a shield that tapers to a point at the bottom, 
with a crown above and the letters AA below (folios 19bis, 84bis); a Latin cross within a shield that 
tapers to a point at the bottom, with the letters AM below (folio 89); a Latin cross within a 
shield that tapers to a point at the bottom, with the letters PG below (folios 8, 14, 17, 329); and a 
Latin cross within a shield that tapers to a point at the bottom, with the letters UM below (folio 9). 
Each of these watermarks is illustrated on page 28 of the volume of essays boxed with this facsimile, 
and their presence is recorded in the codicological marginalia. 

The codicological comments also provide details about the making and remaking of the 
manuscript itself. Of the original's twenty-nine quires, fourteen currently are regular quires of 
sixteen (thirty-two pages on eight bifolia) and three are regular quires of eight (sixteen pages on 
four bifolia). In the remaining twelve quires, folios have been cut out of the manuscript, leaving 
only a stub extant (twenty-five or so instances), or added to or moved within the manuscript 
either by being tipped to the stub of an excised folio (four instances) or by being tipped to or 
pasted over other folios or tipped to quire guards (twenty-nine or so instances). An overview of 
the codicology that also provides additional details appears on pages 62-75 of the essay volume. 

The Getty Murúa currently has two main sets of foliation. Thus, for clarity and ease of 
reference, the codicological comments in the facsimile are accompanied by folio numbers that 
reflect the preferred (and most complete) foliation: a sequence of numbers 1 through 397, executed 
in pencil between 1961 and 1978, with four numbers skipped (202, 243, 244, 392) and one number 
repeated (314a, 314b). The pencil foliation was executed while versos of five folios were still 
completely obscured by having the rectos of five other folios pasted over them. The obscuring 
folios, now separated, are referenced as 19bis, 7obis, 84bis, 89bis, and 307bis. Thus, the Getty Murúa 
comprises 399 folios in its current state. 

We have chosen not to reproduce in the facsimile various features of the Getty Murúa related 
to the rebinding of the manuscript by Winstanley and Robotti in 1961. Measuring 11% by 8% by 





27% inches, the modern cover is maroon Morocco leather with red, gold, and black tooling and 
the title “Historia / general / del / Peru” stamped in gold on the spine. A bookplate bearing the 
words “Irene and Peter Ludwig, Aachen,” and a label with the Ludwig accession number “XIII 
16” are pasted on the inside front cover, and “Winstanley 6% Robotti /19 <> 61” is stamped at the 
lower edge of the inside back cover. The endpapers are marbled in maroon, gray, and cream, and 
there are four modern flyleaves at the front and three modern flyleaves at the back. In two places, 
a half-sheet of modern “Bodleian” mixed-rag conservation paper (from Barcham Green, Hayle 
Mill, Maidstone, Kent, England) has been inserted into the manuscript, apparently to facilitate 
the sewing of the quire. One is at the center of quire 1, between folios 2v and 3r; the other at the 
center of quire 25, between folios 337v and 338r. 
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Quire 1-1 Conjoint with stub of quire 1-14 Folio 1r 
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Quire 1-2 Inserted singleton, GM watermark Tipped to verso of stub of quire 1-2, which 
is conjoint with stub of quire 1-13 
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Followed by seven stubs, of quire 1-3 through quire 1-9. Quire 1 sewn 


between stubs of quire 1-7 and quire 1-8, through a modern half-sheet 
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Quire 1-10, GM watermark Conjoint with stub of quire 1-5 
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Quire 1-11 Conjoint with stub of quire 1-4 
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Quire 1-12 Conjoint with stub of quire 1-3 
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Quire 2 Inserted singleton Tipped to guard around quire 2 
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Quire 2 Added singleton, N watermark Folio 111 
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Tipped either to verso of stub of quire 3-1 
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Tipped either to recto of stub of quire 3-2 or to guard across spine 
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Quaire 3 sewn between folios 14 and 15 
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Quire 3 Added bifolium (right half) Conjoint with folio 14 
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Followed first by two stubs, either of quire 3-3 and quire 3-4 or of' two guards 
across spine, which are in any case pasted together; and then by four stubs: 
the stub of quire 4-1, which is tipped to the guard around quire 4; an extra 
stub; and the stubs of quire 4-2 and quire 4-3 
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led bifolium (right half), PG watermark Conjoint with folio 16 
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cito conuema quelueoo Se lxecutase= e qual aun quel, ecio costa 0% 
ne y Arda 1907 Emplor Lo que o aAtao fualpa lemandaba le 
Zo  [au140 yor obra - cy annmato abuascar yaya Poy 5% verdadero 
estos eines con harta Lashma deveracabar Ansi anun tan Podea 

amanos depa berduso quediren Lo ahogo -y enel Seacabo o 
mecto lalinea QUbayh% ladera de Losoyngas Seno esde ess Re 
nos que Eran alzados 0% coronados portales cal Zas ceremon:as que ela el 
entes (Vsaban desde «PHanco ynga smimer + del ateo quedó 7 
crpio aesta noble Familia: Asa este E 2b0 
24 ct0N de los R eye! leguima. quejaron Dee mgas oy senaes com 
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| E esu entierro nostatinido bastante noBUAa Jaque como Sumnmucue 
| emviolenta la enterranan con Sumar do donde quemucrta Mol 
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(folio 267v to folio 268r) 
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Quire 20 sewn between folios 275 and 276, through guard across spine 
(folio 275v to folio 276r) 
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Quire 241 2 y 
Conjoint with folio 336. Tipped to guard 
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Tipped to guard across spine (folio 334v to folio 321r) 
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Quire 24-16, GM watermark Conjoint with folio 319 Folio 336r 
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Folio 336v Tipped to guard around quire 24 
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Quire 25-1 Conjoint with folio 343. Tipped to guard 
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Followed by nine stubs, of quire 25-2 through quire 25-10. Quire 25 
sewn between stubs of quire 25-8 and quire 25-9, through a modern 
half-sheet across spine 
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Quire 25-11, GM watermark Conjoint with stub of quire 25-6 Folio 338r 
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Quire 29-4 or singleton, GM watermark 
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